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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
Rocky Mountain Region

755 Parfet Street, Suite 151

Lakewood, CO. 80215
TELE. (303) 23r-s3s3
FAX (303) 23r-s363
March L]-, 2002

Memorandum

To : Larry Kline, Federal Lands State Coordinator, WRCC/
ision, OSM

ant Regional Solicitor

Subj ect : Mining PIan -on Document for West Ridge Mine
(Federal Lease UTU-78562

I have reviewed the draft mining plan decision document for the
subl ect mine. I find that this document is legally sufficient
for the purposes for which it is intended. In this regard, I
note that, the permitting authority--the Utah Dlvision of OiI,
Gas, & Mining (*'DOGM" ) --apparently issued the permit before the
operator officially had a right to enter in the form of a Federal
coal- l-ease . That is, the Bureau of Land Management ("BLM" )

apparently dld not j-s sue a lease until March 5 , 2002 , whereas
DOGM approved the permit on February 15, 2002. Additionally' it
appears t,hat the BLM issued its "R2P2" findings letter on
February I | 2002 . As a practical matter, merely because the
permit was issued and the BLM made its R2PZ findinqs before the
BLM actually issued the Iease, this should not j-nvalidate the
permit or R2P2 f indings . In the t'worst case" scenario, i f for
some reason the operator had not obtained a .l-ease from the BLM
(and thus a right to enter) , the permit and the F'ZP2 findings
woul-d have been void. I al-so note that, when the BLM issued the
lease, it made the lease effective as of February Lt 2002.
Therefore, dlthough anyone could legally challenge the efficacy
of the permit or the F.ZPZ findings, such a challenge would be of
form rather than substance, and seemingly void of any legal
merit. Consequently, the above matters shoul-d not preclude the
approval- o f the sub j ect mining plan modi f ication .

I did not attempt to verify land or legal descriptions or map
depictions.

The draft mining plan decision document is attached.

Attachment



MEMORA}{DUM

TO:

FROM:

United States Department of the Interior
OFFTCE OF SI'RFACE MINING

Reclamuion and Enforcement
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, Colorado 8V2OZ-5733

March 7,2002

John Kunz, Assistant Regional Solicitor
Denver Field Office

Larry Kline
Federal Lands State Coordinator

SUBJECT: Mining Plan Decision Document for West Ridge Mine

I have attached the draft mining plan decision document for Federal lease UTU-78 562 at the
West Ridge Mine. Please review the document and provide to me your comments on or
before March 12, 2A02.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 303-844-1400 ext. 1499.

Attachment



March 7,2002
John Kunz, Pete Rutledge, Brent Watrlquist

This note serves to inform you of several inconsistencies with the DOGM and BLM
permitting and leasing activities associated with the Whitrnore Canyon Extension for
lease UTU-78 562 atthe West Ridge Mine- I zuspect the reason is inadequate advance
planning on the part of the operators such that they find themselves flinning out of coal
and not yet having a lease in hand or a perrrit application before DOGM. This seems to
result in DOGM being under pressure to push through PAP reviews and make findings
without all the required information in hand.

In the recent Lila Canyon situation at the Horse Canyon Mine, DOGM did not have all
the necessary hydrology baseline information to make its findings and write the CHIA.
Subsequently OSM prepared the MLA Mining Plan and the Asst Sec signed off. Then a
citizens group challenged the States findings and prevailed in convincing the DOGM
appeals board to overhrn that decision OSM has chosen to continue the Mining Plan
approval in effect. DOGM has gone back to the drawing boards and has just recently
declared the Lila Canyon application complete for the second time.

So too, in the case at'West Ridge Mine now before you, DOGM issued the permit when
the operator did not have the Right to Enter in the form of a lease from the BLM. This
seerningly occrrred because DOGM was under pressure to issue the permit. In early
December, before the lease sale, DOGM told the company and all other agencies in a
meeting in Price which I attended that tlre soonest they might issue to pennit was May of
2002. Suddenly in late Jannary DOGM changed the pemritting date to 15 February. The
lease had yet to be issued. In this situation the operator used the date of the lease sale
(Dec 12.,2frAD as the date for the Rieht to Enter. The BLM issued us a letter dated Feb 1,

2002 re: the R2P2 and its compliance with the terms of the lease. The BLM did not issue

the lease until March 5,2002 and post-dated the eflective date as of I February 2002.
DOGM made its findings and issued ttre permit on February 15,2002. Thus, the DOGM
permitting action is based on an assumption of ttre Right to Enter and the BLM effective
date, which is usually the first day of the month in which the decision to issue the lease is
made, is one month earlier than it shoul#could have been.

I bring these matters to your attention so that you are fully informed'about the West
Ridgapermitting action upon which you will be basing your recommendation for a
Mining Plan Modification. r,/
LarryKrine 4,AH
CC: Jim Fulton
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
RECI-AIVIAION AIIID ENFORCEMENT

Washington, D.C. 20?40

f4AR t g 2il0"e

To:

From:

Subject:

MEMORANDUM

Rebecca W. Watson
Assistant Secretary - Land and Minerals Management

Recommendation for Approval of the Mining Plan Modification for Federal Lease

UTU-78 562 at West Ridge Resources, Inc.'s West Ridge Mine located in Carbon

County, Utah

I recommend approval without special conditions of this mining plan modification. This mining

plan approval supplements all previous mining plan approvals for the West Ridge Mine. My
recommendation is based on:

(l) West Ridge Resources, Inc.'s complete permit application package (PAP),

(2) compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,

(3) documentation assuring compliance with applicable requirements of other Federal laws,

regulations, and executive orders,

(4) comments and recoilrmendations or conculrence of other Federal agencies, and the

public,

(5) the findings and recommendations of the Bureau of Land Management regarding the

resource recovery and protection plan, the Federal lease requirements, and the Mineral

Leasing Act, and

(6) the findings and recommendations of the Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining regarding

the PAP and the Utah State program.

The Secretary may approve a Mining Plan for Federal leases under 30 U.S.C. 207(c) and

IZ73(c). In accordance with 30 CFR Chapter VII, Subchapler D, I find that the proposed

mining plan modification will be in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.

The decision document for the proposed mining plan action is attached.

Attachment

I



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SI,JRFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcem€nt

1999 Broadway, Suirc fin
Denver, Colorado 80202-5733

fttlarch 12, 2002

Director
Ofhce of Surface Mining

Western Regional Coordinating Center

Recommendation for Approval Without Special Conditions of the Mining
Plan Modification for Federal Lease UTU-78562 at West Ridge Resources,

Inc.'s West Ridge Mine located in Carbon County, Utah

Recommendation

I recommend approval without special conditions of a mining plan modification for
Federal lease UTU-78562 rtthe West Ridge Mine. This is a mining plan

modification for a underground coal mine being permitted under the Federal lands

program, the approved Utah State program, ffid the cooperative agreement.

My recommendation to approve the mining plan modification is based on:

(l) West Ridge Resources, Inc.'s (WRRI) complete permit application package

(PAP),

(2) compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,

(3) documentation assuring compliance with applicable iequirements of other

Federal laws, regulations, and executive orders,

(4) comments and recoilrmendations or concrrrence of other Federal agencies,

and the public,

(5) the findings and recommendations of the Bureau of Land Management

regarding the resource recovery and protection plan, the Federal lease

requirements, and the Mineral Leasing Act, and

(6) the findings and recommendations of the Utah Division of Oil, Gas &
Mining (DOGMIDNR) regarding the PAP and the Utah State program.

Memorandum

To:

From: A#r;X"gional Director J. f,Jf^

Subject:
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II.

If you concur with this recommendation, please sign the attached memorandum to the

Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals Management.

Background

The West Ridge underground coal mine is located in Carbon Cor.urty, Utah. The mine
has been in operation since 1999. The life ofthe currently approved mining
operations within the approved permit area is estimated to be 7 years. The mining
operations use longwall mining methods. The average annual production rate is 3
million tons per year from the Lower Sunnyside coal seam, and the maxirnum
production rate is 3 million tons per year. The mine currently employs 120 people.

The mining plan for Federal lease SL-0687 54 at the \Mest Ridge Mine was initially
approved on'June 30, I ggg. Since that approval no mining plan modifications'have
been submitted or approved.

The State's permit area covers 2,661acres.

About 29 surface acres are disturbed within the State's permit area.

A total of Z65l acres of Federal coal exist in the currently approved mining plan area.

A total of 20 million tons of Federal coal exist in the currently approved mining plan

A total of 2532 acres of Federal surface land exist in the currently approved mining
plan area-

The postmining land use within the currently approved mining plan area is wildlife &
grazing

The Proposed Action

This mining plan action consists of a mining plan modification for Federal lease

UTU-78 562. Specifically, the mining plan action proposed by WRRI consists of,

Extending main entries and longwall panels into the newly leased area.

The life of the mining operations is expected to continue for 12 years under Utah
Permit No. C/0A7 /04L and this proposed mining plan modification.

The average annual production rate and the maximum production rate would not
change.

I

m.



The number of people employed at the mine would not change.

The approved Statepermit areawould increase by 1,646 acres from its present2,66l
acres to a new total of 4.308 acres.

Surface dishrbance within the approved State permit area will not increase.

Approval of this mining plan modification will increase the number of acres of
Federal coal in the approved mining plan area by 1646 acres to a new total of 4297 as

shown on the map included with this decision document.

Approval of the proposed mining plan rnodification would add 15 million tons of
recoverable coal to the approved mining plan area.for a new total of 35 million tons.

An additional 552 acres of Federal surface land will be included in the mining plan
area as a result of this action. Thus, the total Federal surface acreage will be 3084
acres.

The postmining land use within the permit and mining plan area will not change.

The DOGM/DNR has attached four permit stipulations to this permitting action.
These stipulations are described in the State Decision Document section of this
decision document.

West Ridge Resources, Inc.'s proposal does not require any special conditions to
comply with Federal law.

IV. Review Process

The DOGI\{/DNR reviewed the PAP under the Utah State program, the Federal lands
progrtrm (30 CFR Chapter VII, Subchapter D), and the Utah cooperative agreement (30 CFR
944.30). Pursr,rant to the Utah State program and the cooperative agreement, DOGM/DNR
approved the permit revision on February 1 5,2002.

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) has consulted with other
Federal agencies for compliance with the requirements of applicable Federal laws. Their
comments and/or concrrrences are included in the decision document.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) reviewed the resource recovery and
protection plan for compliance with the Mineral kasing Act of 1920, as amended,
and 43 CFR Part 3480. The BLM recommended approval of the mining plan
modification in a memorandum dated February t,20A2.



-DOGM/DNR's State Decision Document West Ridge Resources, Inc. Whitmore
Canyon Extension West Ridge Mine C/0071041-PM0IH provided to OSM under the
cooperative agreement

-the Environmental Assessment entitled Whitmore Canyon Federal Coal Tract, EA
uT-070-2000-73DNA,

-the FONSI of the proposed action and alternatives prepared by OSM,

-other documents prepared by DOGM/DNR, and

-conespondence developed during the review of the PAP.

Attachments





DATE

October 24,2001

December 12,2001

January 1,2A02

February l,20}z

February 1,2002

February 7 ,2002

February 13,2002

February 15,2002

February 28,2402

March 12,2002

CHRONOLOGY

West Ridge Mine
Federal Lease UTU-78562

Mining Plan Decision Document

EVENT

West Ridge Resowces, Inc.(WRRI) submitted the permit
application package (PAP) under the approved Utah State Program
to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining (DOGM/DNR) for a
permit revision for the West Ridge Mine.

DOGM/DNR determined that the PAP was administratively
complete for public review and comment.

WRRI published in the Sun Advocate the fourth consecutive
weekly notice that its complete PAP was filed with DOGMIDNR

The Bureau of Land Management provided its findings and
recommendations on the approval of the mining plan

The Federal land management agency (Bureau of Land
Management) provided its final concurrence with the approval of
the mining plan.

The State Historic Preservation Office provided its comments on
the mining plan.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided its final consultation
comments on the mining plan.

DOGM/DNR approved the PAP.

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
(OSM) received the PAP.

OSM's Western Regional Coordinating Center'recommended to the
Director, OSM, that the mining plan action be approved.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR

West Ridge Mine
Federal Coal Lease UTU-78562
Mining Plan Decision Document

A. Introduction

Vfest Ridge Resources, lnc. submitted a permit application package (PAP) for a
permit revision for the 'West Ridge Mine to the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
(DOGIU/DNR). The PAP proposed extending underground mining operations into
1646 acres of Federal lease UTU-78562. Under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, the
Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals Management, must approve, approve with
conditions, or disapprove the mining plan modification for Federal lease UTU-78 562.
Pursuant to 30 CFR Part 746, the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) is recommending
approval of the *ining plan action without special conditions.

Statement of Environmental Significance of the Proposed Action

The undersigned person has determined that the above-named proposed action would
not have a significant impact on the quality of the human environment under section
102(2XC) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C.
4332(2)(C), and therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

Reasons

This finding of no significant impact is based on the attached Bureau of Land
Management and Offrce of Surface Mining (See list of team members in EA - Page
Attachment I -6) prepared Environmental Assessment which assesses the
environmental impacts of the proposed action adequately and accurately and to
provide sufficient evidence and analysis for this finding of no significant impact.
OSM takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached
environmental assessment.

B.

C.

Chief, Northwest

Attachment
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EA Log No,: ,hnZ.*e**tg n**

EA Preparation Date: MPv 4. 20Ol

BLM ffice: Pdce Fiel40fiipe

BLM Office Location: PficE...Utah

Applicanfi Andalex Fqeources. fn$,

Address: P. o. Box 902
Prigs*Ulah. 84501

EA .Preparer: BLM. Price,Eleld Office.
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County: $ahon
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uTu-78562

uT-070

Pr'0?:a::,.r::l riii FAl( N0, o ;''1 ''':

***DOFDECISTON

Decision:

My decision is to recommend holding a lease sale of tre Federal coal lease

"fipfiotion 
wtth the existing standard base_slipulations. The authority for the lease

siie is under the Mineral Leasing Ac't of 1920' as amended,

RaJipnale:

1,

2.

g.

4.

The action is not adverse to local, state or Fedar:al land use plans for the

arga.

The proposed action is in conformanc€ with the Price Fliver Planning Area

Managament Frarnework Plan.

The propos€d ac.tion would not cause any significant environmental
irnpacts

The proposed lease tract would provide significant coal reseffes adiacent to



FflH N0; ','

sn €xisting Fedoraf coal lease rvhero mining ie ongolng and would avoid
potential coal bypgss.

Finding of Hp Signiflrcant lmpaqli Based on the analysis of potential anvironmental
impaas con@nvironmental documents and rcfersnced ln he
attadred Documentrafron of Lnnd Uee Plan Conformanoa and NEFA Adequacy
(DNAI, I have determined firat impac-ts of leaslng fte cgql traat aF not etQ€oted to
6e sfinilicant and an environmental lmpac't statement is not required'

P. OB

l- t
ffQ,,
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AscodncN$to
Doclm€ofdi@ of l-uil Uso Plan Colfcmoc md NEFA Adcqtusy (DNA)

BA 6le # UT''(I7G20(,-ZI DD{A

Whiunc Cwu Cost tcrso fepUctto
PdoG ltdd Otrcq Bm of I'rod Y-gr*

Arerlqrboffurterrvicw,rdditionrlitll[llEGdtobeerlrhgsecdcclarifiodftrq'9st|doct
DI.ta ltilDNA.reco"cpa**,r.ir.mr rb(|rnd fu dnilrlnpqtr sirpe6otino

Je"*-Dr" ;t*;r.I,il;r.0$-;.firt nqs-lc* bo- eitdctl to 6c tltt of csiticsl

olcocotr ofttc hrrom *rtnilffiGlrt to bt'sddlacscd" Socwprc dmp hte Dt{A
.E kElcGd@D. 3. OfrGf*#ffifrilritilffi .anit*"t cqF"ds clcoccaecd o bo

dimrocd rnrl frqecr clari8ctl

1. McxicrF Sofrdlh|l Wchaw rwiervort tht g' I ry* td Witiltt& S6ltioo q$ry"d
crtticalh.bitatftGthtl6",i;ilil"Jittp*rteuotnugittut-Nodotnut$-*tni*ruarv
2001' Tbo popoecrl t** #i:-;;;d;l; 4 titttdi*icc fion rbc rcarcs't rtcsienrrcd

cdrioal b$itat boudary. e r"6ui'",oarr or iacxtco-spotrad owl dcvclopcd-b 1994 by Dave

willv(areoognizod "e* 
*GGoj*tt a*rwit"te lrds Eodd hdiadoilthd sono

olcm# of nedne.".drg;;.i#fr;;,ilrii6d o" r*ro ttr.r llowwec, drre to &c tinitd

rnormcofnrcblatltatrcafr}[fitbvtbeb$irc-noildLrbe rclativclvhiebclwationoffto

e€ncsd arco(abovc ?,500 f;;;#ilil;';.:'s oiourMit"tpto*t' rceults of asrrcvwo*

corylctcrt in sinilc ocarty lili*, too the diforcocc h hsiat otar$tcddics of bown

ocsmicd nccting roostine habitsr in our area, tbc hsitst rri&ia tbo lcasc tract is c06idcfed

;ffifr ffiC-t "ttd"; 
td onty rcprescnn potcotiel fcaeins hbitst

Brart crwptm rnd Ghric coh of th! utab Divisioo of witdtifc Bceourccs' sordhcadcrn Rcgion

coftrctoalancvrlrratio oftho nqiodtyoftbis loarcaact o Oadd€r 9,2001,3cc &chod lettcr

and nap of thcir ooftrd-;;;doduore, zoot. Baeorl m frcb swlur*ior' ttsy 
'lid 

lot

scl thc tcaro rrst .."t r".cliTtffii"rft-t-"i"g babifrt' Tho tcssmr dl'* qqi'
dcficrninrlion wcrp: t, urre to m ourn*itat nns rrcgi on the tnr{ 2, ebscnac of closcd or

rsow sidc csrDus; 3, t ; ;;;tttot t"t r*t'tu- lo ncrccat slopc; 4 wggs66 wa8

lr€donirtottyEo'tltilsinutit*t-t""yurrerd:racori'figsg 
iuos'rcniglatati*or

,,o tract vftlch recoivoc b6#; ;;t;f* tCl"n Cuq p*" Cmrn"' Novcmbcr 27'

20011

,ro* '|ilning of this coal tract would bo 
'louo 

byrudBrgouort mining metbods fioD Gxisflg

ftdlitics ao rcry ""ftot 
efifu;;ttld b" ttsit{*d mrtc tcus" utct Tbc ouly surhoo

{tisfrrt8so tat ooon pot"ffiJul ;;-;;i;*o"uJ *ru t|lbt*a-* ltc potentid for

nn&ccqqreceionorrocffii,r-Jie,J ruga,tascaonoepfliandgoologlofovcrbur{co

ond oEcriocc wirh ru#Ifri.n"*""r r" [tt" tt-"-Tb" 
"l!.- 

potcncst iryar* b Mocican

sDofictt owlbbitNt itpdffiil;;6*'of gings'n' aEsult ofrudcrgowd oiuing

6urati,*t.oA * $tei€ t"'^'h"iog rwrtting &on rrfisidcoce'

Ootr*l€cing 6.t tbc lcaso trrct reprcseote 99fnd4 M?-dce-SeS 9wl-qE!919 ryqt8t' 
tho

sbovcd€sodbcdinpactsrnayalfcctbutlotlitdyto'o"*uty.r*tdrcMcxieoryotodovrl.
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As an sdd€d precarrtion for consenration of rhk upccics' thc foltowing $iputation lEquirittg

appropriatc inventory of thc reas" t sst hf,s b; i*"r"pce ro'r inahrsiou ss a lffist stipulation

The hotdcr of this lcase shsll bc Fguircal to codffit sppropriatc s'urrr'ys for

Mc,$icsr sponJ owrs on the tcare E I areas with a0 fr:rccnt or grcder slope'

cliffhabitat a,*as, riparian hrbitrilr, rna -it re csniferfo'esu hnbitats, Pritr b

$Efao€ disrrfting sstivtty ron otdcrrclopmcnt with apotcntial tofutemryt springE'

Inventory **ffitt bc cinaucrce uv qr app*vor asd p€rmittec for s'oh

surycyworkby thc Auftorizcc od'* of thc ifi*t and qodtusred foltowing

currcntptoto"ifr cstabtishedbytheUsFllYS, .

!, vrilderness sildy lF*as 
'rd 

orhef wildFriless, pruposals.Fnd hventpfiq' Thc proposcd leasc

arca ie not in any wilderness study nreas, any;-ltd-ttrc t prolfrtatt' or aLv re'i"ventow ar€as' Thc

nearcst aroa under any conside,ration for wildemess is eome 15 miles to the east

3, Native Aurericsrr coIsrrltatign. underg5ound mining ofthis lease srcawould caus€ no surface

disn[&ance and woutd not aJfest anv potc,rtisl taditional sitcs. firis 8r€a had been leased for ooal

bcfore and many spot inverrtorics havl uec,n aon" in the lease a:rea No known sites wcr€ notcd

nor were any ranitional sites noted in any sumounding areas thst have $ecil underground mining

activities for decades,
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Documentation of knd use Plan Conformancc and }'IEPA Adequacy (DNA)

uT{70-2000-73
fJ.S. Depafinrent of ffre Infaior Bureau of Land Mruugcncnt

In coopcrstioo *itft u. s. Dcpartment of lntcrior office of Sruftpc Mining

A. Dercdbc the DroPoced Acton

Andatcm RFsotrces, Isc. and lntermounuin Fowcr Agcncy haS mAdC Applfuhrion to leasc FedEnal

ooal otr E rract of land so nEmcd tnc whimorb i.rwJo T;ct wis scrial nunbcr uItJ-?8 562"

locarod a{iaceot o ths GEisring Ridgc Mine properr,} nor& of East cgtou city in csrbon

cousty,Inah" Thc proposcd icas" tract *otri* i#i,r-li octts ofunlcascd Fcd€ral coal wlth

muclr of thc snrftce esrsto hctd by privatc ooro*rtip: TFs lry* uTJ w's ottcc apart of a

Fcd€ral €ool lease owacd by srrnnytidc c"JCodi*v (nsl lcasc 91^962966 -L]'0l0l4o)' Tbo

ErEa of thc Froposcd lvhit*orc croy* TTrt w's trw€,r nined and wrs dinquished in 1995' As

wncntly Fr'posaq thc whitmor* clovoo Ttrril witl'b€ nined by rsde$$uud mining methods

wift Bo ncvr s'rfrce facilid;"ip*ci, It is algo proposed that tlrc coal will be rnined from the

adjanent Wcst Ridge Min€.

BLM propo$es to hold a competitive sale of the proposed lilhitmore canyon Tract. However'

the orrly logical access to th€se coal reservss is from the new mine workings of the west Ridge

Mine.

The coal lease rnay be offered wirh stipulations attached to it- A lessee's right to mine the coal in

somc m*nner is implied by issuancc of the lcase as modified by stipulations' A lessee must

srrbmit a prmit apptication packagc (P*f1 and a resourcc recovery and protection plan and

rccelve uDoGM and Assistmt secretary ortne Interior approval before.beine allowed to mine

the coal. Howeve,r, if the tess€e was to Fropose in th€ PAP mining the whimorc canyon tract

by some other method tlt"nbt ""*o fr;rm sn cxisting underground mine a site-specific EA

ryould bc rcquired . +- Sff"Jafrr...t ?

B. Lrnd Use PIau (ttIP) Couformance

L{JP Namc Pricc River Iv{E'P ' . ,.
Ottrer dorum.cnt

Date AP'Proved @ober 1984

Datc fuproved . #

tr The proposcd acrion is in conformarc€ wirh the applicabte LUP because it is specifically

provided for in thc following LI.JF decisions

Minerals -1. Allow And "d*,*gu 
dwclopment of those leasable minerals known to occur

within the planning aren in accofrsnce with current laws and regutations so 8s toaid in filling the

local and national enerry roquircnnents'

Attac,lrment I - I
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C. Idenfrff rppllcablc NEPA documerff rnd othcr rclated documentr that cover the
prcpord rcflol.

I;irt by namc and dats all Eppticable NEPA eocume,nts that cover thc proposcd action

Durclopmmt of Coal Resoutecs in Ccntat Utsh, Finsl Enviroumcnttt ImPact St4tcmcdt, Part 2

SitE Specific analyeis, US Gcologicll S*ty, 1979'
Unita-Sorrtlwestern Utalr Coat kasln& Final Envimnmcntal lnpact $tEteurcnt' BLM' l98l'
UniU..sorlhwcgtcnr Utsh Coal Rqgion Rortnd TWq Finrt Environmental Impact Statemcnt,

BLI'{ lgffl
Suunysidc Mines, trhiscr Coal Corporatios, Envircnsrcatal Asscssment, OS[4 Deccmber 1985.

C Carryon Roqd and W€st Ridge Resorrrccs coal minc, Envimnmcntal Asscssnrent' BLM, May
1998,

WcstRidgc Minc, Environmental Asscoffieot, OSlYtr May 1999.

List by uaure and date other documeffatioq rolevant to the prcpos€d adion (e.g.' biological
Essessfitent, biological opiniou, watershed assessmemt allotment evaluation, and monitoring
re,port)

Technical Analysis Srrrurpide Mines, OSM, 1985

Tcchnicaf fuialysis and Findings, State of Utatr, Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining, West Ridge
Mine, 1999

Cumulative Hydrologic Impact Assessment, UDOGM, March 3, 1999.

D. IYEPA Adequrcy Criterir

1. Is tbe crrrrent proposed ection suhstsnflrlly tre rsne rctiou (or is r part of that rcfion)
as previoruly rnelpcd? Is Se curteut pFopo$ed sction located at r site cpecllically
*nalpcd |n rn exlefng document?

Doumcr*ation of anstrcr and cxplanationl YES

Thc proposed action of leasing and ultimately mining the Whitrrore Cauyon Tract is cssentiatly

the same rsion as that whioh was analfzed in the previously NEPA docurnents (Sunrtyside

Mines, EA" Deccurber l9S5; C Canyou Road and West Rrdge Resources coal minc, EA 1998;

and the West Ridge Minc, EA t999). The impact of mining this tract of land was also coruidered

undcr cach oftlre five altemativcs in the t98l and the four aiternatives in the 1983 coal lesing
EISs ns part of the baseline including n No Actionn. Howcye,r, eve$ thougtr the documents did

not qpffifically analyze the impacts that would rmult frorn coal leasing, analFing the impacts of
coal mining is the ssme as analping the impucts fiom leasing. The end result is ttrat the

dmcription of the affected environment and the analysis of impacts of the proposed action qtrd

altematives on the environurent arc identical.

?.' lp'i 
':i 

'j"1'

I
Anachmcnt I - 2
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t
. l. Ir thc guge of rltemrtlvcr anrlyrcd tn tre erlrtlng NEPA doencndr) rpProPrtrte wlth' 

lcspcct to the surrent propof€a aciloq gtvcu curent cnr{ronncrtd co[ccms lntcrtttst
and rcrourgc vrluer!

Dosurn€ntatton of answer and e.tplsnilion: YES

Thc rulgc of altcnnativcs thst should hnvc becrr anatyzod in the }'IEPA documcnte include: l)
lc6sing,I2) leasins with stiptrlario$ rnd 3) no lcasing.-Howevcf,, thc altemativcs that wc're

snsbdi in ftc r.rSFA documcnts w€re: ti minins; 2) minine wft! aqditions; and 3) no mining (

Sgnilnndo Mineq EL OStvtr 1985; C Canyon Road and Wcst RidgcRceouracs coal mine, EA'

lggsland til/estfii6si Mine,E& OSII4 t999) arc csscntially ihc sfnc. thqy arc css€ntially the

sanrc because thc NEpA Cocummt alternatives srt l€asing but ftc anatysis is the impact that

miniqg the coal would bavc on the eff€ct€d environmcnt Tbuserrcn ftough &c dosumcnts did

not spccifically *.11* the irnpac'ts that wouldrcsult from oosl leasing, ailf,lyzing Scimpacts of
coal;"t"l"g is&c saillc rr rnripirrg thc.impacts ftom lcasing. The c'ud rwult is that the

dcscription of &c affected eirviioruncnt anilthe analysis ofimpacts ofthe proposed action and

altcmatives on the environment are id€ntical.

3. Is the cxirttng analysis v*lid in tight of eni new informstiotr or circumttauces?

Docurnentation of answm and explanation: YES

Since the publication of the three FEISs and the EA ttrat discuss the environmerual impacts of
mining thi Sgunyside leascs srhich the WhifrorE Canyou Trrct is apart oS grcund yater quality'

Native Anrerican Trust ass€ts, and noxious wecds have been ffdded to BLM's list of sritical

elerncnts of the huuran cnvirronmc,nt that ned to bc tddressod. The C Canyon Road and \#est

Ridgc Reso1;1ces coal mine, EA, May l99S did disctss dhesc additional critictl elemeuts. lbe
Sgnnyside Mincs, I(aiser Coal Corporation EA did includc s detail€d discttssion of impacts to

boft bo*d and surfacc hydrotoey. The affeotcd cnvimnmcnt (pagq.s-?) inctude a discrrssion

of Grassy Trail Rcscrsoir. The impr*t section (pag€s l&15) includes discussions on dewatering'

nrbsidence, Crrassy Trail Crech lc*anAer Drainsgc, and Allwial Valley Floors. No new

inforsration or cir$rrstmc€s arp knowu to the intadisciplinary team beyond those addrcsscd in

ttre NEPA doqm€rts.

4. Do thc methodologr rnd snatytical spproach used in the existing NEPA document(s)

continue to be rpproprirfe for ttc curreut proposed rction?
I

Documentation of aruwer and explanation; ES

Thc metrodo6gl and analytical approactr rsed in tlre one coal mining EIS,-nro coal leasing

EISq and two coat miniug EA's are appropriate for the proposcd lcasing. The e'nty to the coal

would be fr,'om a diffcrsnfairr"tioo *d thi ortraction me{hod would be probably by longrall.

Attachmeart I - 3
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I

Thc basic rnalysis assrmptions included in tho documents ue still spplicable to ths orrmt
proposf,t. Tbc bonom linc is that thc rurfae impectr from ttp acnion is mt nrbstantially difrercnt

thst whtt sras analpcd in thc prwiorr fivc NEPA docum'cns.

f. Are the dlrcct rud lndlrect finp*cu o{the current proporcd rcfioa_rubst*nffally

unchrnged from thorc ldensfied tn tnc cltuttng ![EPA documen(r)? Docr thc crlrting

Ir{EpA Iocnmeut rnalyze rtte.rpectfic lmprcr rdrtcd to tbe cumcnt propored actionl

Documentation of answcr and c'lElanation: YES

The Wbituiorc Canyon trsct of lrnd is adjacent to tlre B Canpn ltrlinc qfrich was site

spccifically analfzcA in the Dwcloprncnt of Cosl Resotrces in Cenual'Utah FEIS, 1979' This

ti Canyon-Mine is the samc trgst Urat t"td was apptovcd for mal mining as the C Canyon mine

in tggb by BLM snd OSM. Ttis "iniFg ptqn approvrl by thc Assistant Sccretary, Land and

MineraS l*{*agerncnt incgded both til e Canyon Road arrd Wcst Ridgc Rcsourccs coal mirtc,

EA lggg and G Wr*t Ridge Mine EA,, OSM, 1999. Tbec EA's include baseline data for the

westenr parts of tlre pnlpo$€d Eact to be leased. The rcmurcc r€cov€ry and prctcction plan

includedin the upp.i"c4 West Ridge permit applicarion packagdPAP) projected ttre company

mining thc Whitnorc Canyon tract if a lcase could bc obtained. Therefore, tlre Wcst Ridge EA

looked beyond just ttre leases included in ths PAF.

The Whiunore Canyon ract proposed for lcasing was part of the lcases included in the

Sururytidc Mines, Kaiser CoaiCorporation, EA 1985. This EA cove,red over 14,000 acres of
proposcd rnining. The EA addressed mining by rurderground mettrods ftom the eristing

bunnyside mine and specifically addressed tbe potential impacts of mining on: Land Use, Soils'

Vegeiatiorr, Groundwater Hydrolog,T, Surfrcc water, Fish and lVildtife rcsources, Topography'

Sociocconomics, Cultural Resourses, and Subsidence-

Mining thc proposed tract by undeqgpund methods could affecd hydrolory, topography, f,tld

wildlife. Oi*rese rcsorrses hyfuolory is thc greatcst concetrn and the EA hqs a tcngth

discussion The strccred enruiromr*i (pages 5-?) include a discrssion of Grassy Trail Rcse'ruoir'

Thc impact section (pages t$,ls) includesdiscussions on den'atsing subsideNrcc, Grassy Trail

Ctsclc, icclander Urainage, flrrd Altwial Vallcy Floors. Thc Tectrnical Analysis prepared by

LIDOGM on the West Ridge PA-F includes a daailed discrssion of ttre hydrotogy of tttis area

(pages 20-34 and 53{3). Also rhe CHIA prepared by UDOGM includes the impact of all

anticipated mining upon stJrface- and ground- watef, in the area.

Thc impacts that would restrlt fro14 mining ttris tract from the existing C Canyon Mine even

though the wrderground access would be frour e different direction that aualped in thE above

NEPA documents would bc the satrre.

6. Are the cumulrtive l.mpacts thrt would result from implcmentation of the curreut
propoeed action ruhsttndrlly unchenged from thore lnatped in the ertutiug I{IEPA

Attachment 1 - 4
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dootnot(r)?

Documcoft[ion of urswcr urd cxplanaiCIr: YTS

.Ibc tnct of tmd ppood tobc lcascdby6ir rctiocwns pcviorslylcascdforooal rnlniag

tL Une ws prr oe'ooaf f** Si'OeZS66 -t .0lglr19. Tlib lcno srr teroimod ir 1995' Thc

"-rtl.d* 
idpt"tt of poposctl nidtrg (all crirdng lcscr) lnd fi4ry n!4ng (lhosc tncts

E"e"".A fo"figngf tiri aolyr.O io-tiO$nrdt t ud 2 oftbc Uoilasouttrrrctcm coal Ftutsl

Envimcul lnprct $eacots l98l lnd 1983.

Tho inprcC ofminiqg Oc tact nroporod ftr lcdry ri'lr rtso uAyA T Fl of lLc Ktiscr Cod

O.e,frrio.t Srrn'iar Uim in'iromatat ess&rncot by OSM i8 19t5. -Iti' EA 1/s!d
ov.i tl,OOO t tot oilcoposJ.i':'rg ud s,cdfq11y rdeessd 60 pdcod.l iryac1s !o Grsfsy

Tiail Rcscnrcirud Gnssy Trdl G€dc

lfinhg 6c proposcrl tsact by uodcrgorud mcthods oorrld rtrect byalrolog-'topotnirby' and

wildlifc. Of lboec rcsorrccs-byrtrcligy F thc gp1t€st oo'c€to ud tho EA hrs e tenS6y
' 

disorssion. Tho aftaed cnvirorumco] (p4es S-O inOlAcs a disorssion of Grassy Tnil
Rearoir. Thc impaC scctiou (pagc iOtS) in"t tao e6sg-t oo dc*rtcrin& sScidcooe'

ir".r.yn if o..ti t"a-a*&iirage,andAtluvialvelleyFloors. ThcTednical6alysis
g,"eiJJ W UpOciU * tt W.rt Rftge Pn1' inctudcs a dcaitod disa$sion of 6e hvdrolory of

ilii.n 
" 

fp.go 2G34 sd Sf-Ol). etsi Oe CHIA prcpat€d by UDOGM inclrrdcs the impac of
aU mticipat€d nining upon surfac.e and ground- water in thc arpa

thc trro EISs and the EA specificatly includes this traC of lad adl thc itBpads tbat urould tcsult

&om lcasingthc foC aoA tie sOscrigcntniningbyudcrgrot'd'aa&ods gI€ sttbstaDth[y lb€

. 
sanrc as thosc that wero disolssod iu tbosc docuncob'

?,Arc ttc publtc lnvolvcseot rnd btcrrgoncy rw{cv rssocirtcd wttL crlrtingNEEA

aocuneld$ rdcqure for ths current pnoporcd rction?

Doomcotation of answcr and oplanation: YES

Thc public innolvcnrcrrC and intcngcncy rcvicw Procodurcs urd fiodings madc tbrougb bo

f.isb Coaf Co.po*O*'e S*nqrsiac Uine EA i985 .'dninj plan appmval and tbc CCrnyol

Road snd w6t Ridgo Rcsourccs coal rninc BA 1998 and mine plao approWl arc adcquarc fc tlto
. proposcd mal lcase sale. ,

hrblic panicipation in the developmcot of thc Wcst Rirlge ryry yas *-Uyd $1lf*
EttUdt* fdt O* consorrive wcckr ir thc glEAdlpste b lvlay and Jrme 19& Ptthltc

psfcipati@ hthc.ppn*ut oro" s,t*riae nincqas eotititco ftrfourooascciltivcv€*3 ir
beccobcr 1935. 1'tl-gSs inOuaa trumcsous oPpoftltlities for tre publie to aonrmcot of uining

Anachment I - 5
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-Ii$g-'PmjcctMrurycr
Wildlifc
R.angc

Archdrlory
Rccreation

HydrologY
ttEPA Coordinat'or

OSM Coordinator

fr tU

aeiviticc in thc utt of thc lffhlmore Canyon Tract'

Bottr thc Sunnpidc minc arrd thc C canyon mine sppmgr. hcludcd dctstlcd coondlnation wittr

Fcd*Bl and $tatc Agcnclm. Thc lsvcl ottrtr coordiintion is appropriate for nh kastls' '\

Notiee of thc Fffipogcd lcasc sale wrs publtshod inlhc sun Adtocntc on July 20' 2000 rnd lemers

wcfc sciltto,alt $rftsc otl,[ctB wiftin thc proposcd lasc ffGa on luly 18, 2000' Ncithcr of this

notices rcSUftcd in srbatarrtivc cgfifircilts of conoen$ about thc projcct

E, trtcidt dpll[ffy AffIlt3t|i ldcotiff thosc tcsm ncmbtts condtrainS or partieipat'rng in ttre

NEFA rntlysis aud pr'rytration of thie rlffi{$$h'cct'

Nuqg
Stcph€n Fdk swF
David Mills 4#
RryJeoso"{

T-,6'

Kcrry Flood q I
Floyd Johnson *f,
FloYd McMullent t'.,P f" tt'Yl th'

Conclusion

Bas€il on the review dosuurerrted rbove, I conalude thar this proposal conforsrs lo Sre

applicablc land use plan ane tJtlre Ndrl do$mcilstion fully covcrs the proposcd

actiou $d mnstitutes BLM's conpliance with thc requircrnents of NEPA

Nots If you forrnd that one or morE of ilrcse criteria is uot BcL you will oot be able to check this

box.

Nots The signod co.nclusion ori this wortslpet is part 9f n interim stcp in the BLM's interaal

decision p*ress a.d dT not aonstittttp an appealqble dcoision

:

Signanrc of drc Rcryonsiblc Official

Attachrnent I - 6



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Price Field Office
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Pamela G rubaugh-Littig
Permit Supervisor
State of Utah
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining f| -1594 West North Temple Street, Suite 1210 lU _ /t
Saft Lake City, Utah 84114-5801 \' - A a

I
Fle: Resource Recovery and Protection Plan (H2P2), feOei CEf

Ridge Mine, West Ridge Resources, Inc., ACT/007/041

Dear Ms. Grubaugh-Littig:

The Bureau of Land Management has received and reviewed the subject R2P2 as part of the permit
application package for adding Federal coal lease UTU-78562 to the approved West Rirlge Mine Permit.
This letter documents the Bureau's finding for the RZP2 and post-mining land uses as required by the laws
governing the Federal coal lease and the public lands.

West Ridge has submitted mining and reclamation plans to add the new Whitmore Canyon coal lease (UTU-
78562) to the existing West Ridge Mine. All access will be from adjacent underground mine workings and
mining plans will extend longwall panels into the new lease. The R2P2 has been reviewed by this office and
find it complete and technically adequate. All mining on this new lease will be underground, with no new
sudace facilities. The surface lands of this coal lease are either privately held or some public lands. Since
no sudace disturbance is planned or anticipated, the post-mining land use is compatible with the current land

'use plan and we have no post-mining land use concerns with this project.

Therefore, the BLM concurs with the submitted West Ridge Mine Plan addition with regards to post-mining
land use and the protection of non-mineral resources. Also, the submitted R2P2 is in compliance with the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the lease terms and conditions, the regulations at143 CFR 3480,
and will achieve maximum economic recovery of the Federal coal. We recommend that the Secretary
approve the R2P2 as part of the permit application.

lf you have any questions, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff 
"i 

(+Ss) 636-3600.

Sincerely,

ffifitOI'AS E RASIIUS$ETT
Thomas E. Rasmussen

--'-- 
Field Manager

3482
UTU-78562

(uT-070)

FEB-T M?

;&*
U#t 

78s62' west

t

Office of Sur-face Mining_
1999 Broadway, Suite 8320
Denver, Colorado 80202-5733

UT-923, Utah State Office
West Ridge Resources, Inc.

P. O. Box 1077
Price, Utah 84501



Urlited States Department of the Interior
FISH A}-ID \ilILDLIFE SERVICE

UTAI{ FTELD OFFICE
2369 WESTORTON CIRCLE, SI.JTTE 50

WESTVALLEY CITY, UTAFI 84I T9

Febnrary 13,2002

Mr. Daron Haddoclg Permit Supervisor

Utah Division Oil, Gas, ffid Mining
1594 \Mest North TemPle, Suite 1210

P.O. Box 145801

salt Lake City, utah 84114-5801

RE: Section 7 Consulation, Whituore Canyou Feder.al Coal Lease UTU-78562, West Ridge .

Resources, lnc., West Ridge Mine, C4070a1. WIH ,. ,,".'. 
,.

DearMr. uaddock ::'. - 
, ' t . '..';'",. :

In response to your.lett€rs ofFebnrary 8, 2002 and February l, 2002, we concur that your

previous project area "no effcct'determimtion for the Graha4 beardto_ngue, bald eagle, and

t if""t-t -jt"a ferret is valid for the Whitnore Caqion lease er<tension In addition, we rmderstand

that no additional water use rvill occur beyond the 64ar:r'e feet that we consulted on for the

original West Ridge Mine pennir Habitat does not occur in the project area for the Uinta Basin

hookless cactus or yellow-billed cuckoo.

We figther concur th* the project, as proposd may afect, but is not likely to adversely affect

the Mexican spotted owl and is not likely to advemely modi$ or destroy Mo<ican spotted owl

critical habibr" As you are aware, potential inpacts to Foposed or listed species fts6 mining

activities have been previously addressed in the Service's September 24, 1996 Biological

Opinion and Conference Report on Surhcc Coal Mining atd Reclaqtion Qperatigns 
rmder the

Sit&o Couf L,fioi"g and Reclamation Ac,t of 1977. As part of the tems and conditions of thi-s

BO, the regulatory authority must implement and require co.mpliance with any spedieo-specific

pmotective measures dweloped by the Sen ice field tifrce e.l m..9,P,eUlutory {hgrity,;

We beligve that the pernii,stilulatiqn included in ygrt February 8,2002letter is sufiicient to

meet tf,! 1g4s and conditior{of the 1996 BO: '"The permittee niust conduct appropriate surveys

.- .. , ;' for. Mei:.idn spotted pwls onlehse tract areas with ul0 perceirt or greater slopes, clitr habitat area$
'*: i : .tioaii* habitats. and mixed conifer forest habitats, prior to any future surhce disturblng activity

^: :,:anw6i a"i nining activity with the potential to intenupt surhc€ spring flows. Inveritory work
'. "'i must be cona"ctea ty parties approved and pe Iniued for such suwey work by rhe Fish and

Wildlife Senrice and qualified in accordance with R645-301-132. Surveys nust be done

... following current protocols established by the Fish and Wildlife Service'"

In Rcply RdcrTo

FWS/R6
ESAJT

0e-02*1 g- 06



We appreciate the opportunity to review yolrr project. Should you have any questions or need
any firrther information please contact Laura Romin, Wildlife Biologist at (801)975-3330 ext.
142.

Sincerely,

{r,yvUrq
Henry R. Maddux
Utah Field Supervisor

cc: Ron Sassartan, Office of Surface Mining , 1999 Broadway, Suite 3320, Denver, CO
80202-s733

David Mills, BLM, Price, Utah
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li Department of Courmunity and Economic Development
Division of State History
UtEh State Historical Society

300 Rio Grande
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101-1182
(801)53S3500 FAX: 533-3503 TDD: 533-3502
ushs@hietory.etate-ut.us http://history.utah.org

Michael O. Loavitt
Governor

ItlarJ. Evans
Director

February 7 ,2002

Daron R. Haddock 
,

Permit Supervisor
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 121 0
P. O. Box 145801
Salt l-ake City UT 841 14-5801

RE: "Cultural Resources Concurrence for the Whitmore Canyon Proposal, West Ridge
Resources, Inc., West Ridge Mine, Cl007l04l-PMOlH, Outgoing File

In Reply Please Refer to Case No. 99,0477

I

'Dear Mr. Haddock:

The Utah State Historic Preseruation Office received the information on February 4,2002. The
cultural resource report states that no historic properties were located in the project area. We,
therefore, concur with the report's recommendation of No Historic Properties Affected.

This information is provided to assist with Section 106 responsibilities as per $36CFR800. If
you have questions, please contact me at (801) 533-3555. My email address is:
j dykman@hi story. state.ut.us

JLD:99-0477 OSM/I\iPA

Compliance Archaeologi st

Preseruing and Sharing Utah's Past for the Present and Future



Mining PIan Approval Document No. UT-0079 Page I of2

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

This mining plan approval document is issued by the United States of America to:

West Ridge Resources, Inc.
P.O. Box 1077

Price, UT 84501

for a mining plan modification for Federal lease UTU-78562 at the West Ridge Mine. This
mining plan approval supplements all previous mining plan approvals for the West Ridge
Mine. The approval is subject to the following conditions. West Ridge Resources, Inc. is
hereinafter referred to as the operator.

l. Statutes and Regulations.--This mining plan approval is issued pursuant to Federal
lease UTU-78562; the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended (30 U.S.C. 181 et

SSg.); and in the case of acquired lands, the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands
of 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 351 et Sq.). This mining plan approval is subject to
all applicable regulations of the Secretary of the Interior which are now or hereafter in
force; and all such regulations are made a part hereof, The operator shall comply with
the provisions of the Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. L251 et seq.), the Clean
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), and other applicable Federal laws.

2. This document approves the mining plan modification for Federal lease UTU-78562
at the West Ridge Mine and authorizes coal development or mining operations on the
Federal leases within the area of mining plan approval. This authorization is not valid
beyond: Parts of Section 35 of Township 13 South, Range 13 East; Parts of Seitions
6,7 and 18 of Township 14 South, Range 14 East; and Parts of Sections 1, 12 and 13

of Township 14 South, Range 13 East ofthe SL P.M. These lands encompass 1646
acres as shown on the map appended hereto as Attachment A.

3. The operator shall conduct coal development and mining operations only as described
in the complete permit application package, and approved by the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining, except as otherwise directed in the conditions of this mining plan
approval.

4. The operator shall comply with the terms and conditions of the lease, this mining plan
approval and the requirements of the Utah Permit No. C/007/041 issued r.urder the
LJtah State progftrm, approved pursuant to the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1,977 (30 U.S.C. 1201 et req.).



"::' jti' !r': ':;t:-:

5.

Mining Plan Approval Document No. UT-0079 Page 2 of 2

This mining plan approval shall be binding on any person conducting coal development
or mining operations under the approved mining plan and shall remain in effect until
superseded, canceled, or withdrawn.

If during mining operations unidentified prehistoric or historic resources aie
discovered, the operator shall ensure that the resources are not disturbed and shall
notify Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining and the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM). The operator shall take such actions as are
required by Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining in coordination with OSM.

The Secretary retains jurisdiction to modify or cancel this approval, as required, on the
basis of further consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to
section 7 oftheEndangered Species Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. $S l53l et seq.

)-es-o}.
Date

6.

7.

Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management
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2.

FINDINGS

West Ridge Resources, Inc.
Whifinore Canyon Extension

West Ridge Mine
cl007l04r

Carbon County, Utah

F'ebruary 15,2002

The pennit application for the extraction of coal from the Whitmore Canyon Irase at the
West Ridge Mine is accurate and complete and all requirements of the Srnface Mining
Confrol and Reclamation Act, and the approved Utah State Program (the "Act") are in
comptiance. See Technical tuialysis dated February t2,2002 (R645-300-133.100)

The applicant proposes acceptable practices for the reclamation of disturbed lands. The
Division has determined that reclamation, as required by the Act can be feasibly
accomplished following the approved plan with the attached permit conditions. No new
surface disturbance will occur with the Whitmore Canyon Extension. (R645-300-
133.710)

3. An assessment of the probable cumulative impacts of all anticipated coal mining and
reclamation activities in the general area on the hydrologic balance has been conducted
by the Division and no significant impacts were identified. See CHIA dated February 12,
2002. The Mining and Reclamation Plan (I\,G,P) proposed under the revised application
has been designed to prevent damage to the hydrologic balance in the permit area and in
associated off-site area (R645-300-133.400 and UCA 40-10-11 (2)(c)).

The proposed lands to be included within the permit area are:

a. Not included within an area designated unsuitable for underground coal
mining operation (R645-300- 1 33 .720);

b. not within an area under study for designated land wrsuitable for
underground coal mining operations (R645-300- 1 3 3.2 1 0);

c. not on any lands subject to the prohibitions or limitation of 30 CFR 76l.tl
{a} (national parks, etc), 76L.11 {4 fuublic buildings, etc.) and 761.11

{g} (cemeteries);

d. not witHin 100 feet of a public road except at the location where the public
road accesses the propegt(R645-3 00- I 3 3.220); and

e. not within 300 feet of any occupied dwelling (R645-300-133.220).

5. The operation would not affect the continued existence of any threatened or endangered
species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of their critical habitats as

determined under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. A condition is being added to the

4.



6.

Page 2
Findings

February 15,2002

permit to survey for Mexican Spotted Owl in accordance with the Fish and Wildlife
Senrice requirements. See Technical Analysis dated February 1'2,2002 and letter from
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Services dated February 13,2002 (16 USC 1531 et seq.) (R645-
300-133.500).

The Division's issuance of a permit is in cornpliance with the National Historic
Preservation Act and impleinenting regulations (36 CFR 800). See Technical Analysis
dated February t2,2002. See letter from State Historic Preservation Office, dated

February 7, 2002. (R645-300-133.600)

The applicant has the legal right to enter and complete mining activities in the permit area

through federal cbal leases issued by the Bureau of I-and Management, and the School
and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). (See verification of leases in
Appendix 1-4, 1-9, and 1-10 of PAP. (R645-300-133.300)

A 510 (c) report has been nm on the Applicant Violator System (AVS), which shows

that: prior violations of applicable laws and regulations have been corrected; neither West

Ridge Resources, Inc. LLC or any affiliated company, are delinquent in payment of fees

for the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund; and the applicant does not conffol and has

not controlled mining operations with demonstrated pattern of willful violations of the

Act of such natureo duration, ffid with such resulting irreparable damage to the

environment as to indicate an intent not to comply with the provisions of the Act (A 510
(c) report was rut on February 4,2002, see memo to file dated February 4,20Q2).
(R64s-300-133.730)

Underground mining operations to be performed under the permit will not be inconsistent

with other operations anticipated to be performed in areas adjacent to the proposed permit

area.

The applicant has posted a surety bond for the West Ridge Mine inthe amount of
$2,117,000 (suretyNumber 21-60-38 dated March 19, 1999) (R645-300-134).

No tands designated as prime farmlands or alluvial valley floors occur on the permit area.

See February !2,2002 Technical Analysis (R645 -302-313.100 and R645-302-321.100)

The proposed postrnining land-use of the disturbed area is the sam€ as the pre-mining
land use and has been Qpproved by the Division and the surface land management

agency, the Bureau of Land Management.

The Division has made all specific approvals required by the Act, the Cooperative

Agreement, and the Federal Lands Program.

All procedures for public participation required by the Act, and the approved Utah State

Program are in compliance. The public advertisement was published on December 13,

1 8, 20, 25 , 2001 and January 1 , 2002 in the Sun Advocate. (R645 -3 00- 120)

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Findings
February 15, 2002

15. No existing stnrctures will be used in conjunction urith this mine. This is an underground
extension of an existing mine with no new surface facilities being proposed (R645-300-
133.720).

O:\00704 I .WR\FINAL\PERMIT\DD_PM0 I H.doc



I FEDERAL

Sec. I

Sec. 2

Permit
c/007/04r

STATE OF UTAH
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOTIRCES

DTVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114:5801

February l1r2002

(801) s38-s340

This pennit, C/0071041, is issued for the state of Utah by the Utah Division of Oil, Gas
and Mining (Division) to:

West Ridge Resources, Inc.
P.O, Box 1077

Price, Utah 84501
(43s)-s64-4000

for the West Ridge Mine. A Surety Bond is filed with the Division in the amount of $2,117,000
payable to the State of Utah, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining and the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM). Coal mining and reclamation operations will be
conducted on Federal Leases SL-068754-U-01215 and UTU-78562 and on a State Special Use
Irase # 1 163. DOGM must receive a copy of this permit signed and dated by the permittee.

STATUTES AND REGULATIONS - This permit is issued pursuant to the Utall
Coal Mining and Reclamation Act of 1,979, Utah Code Annotated (UCA) 40-10-1
et seq, hereafter referred to as the Act.

PERMIT AREA - The permittee is authorized to conduct coal mining and

reclamation operations on the following described lands within the permit area at
the West Ridge Mine, situated in the state of Utatr, Carbon County. The area

under permit is 4307.63 acres and is delineated on U.S.G.S .7t lrminute
topographic maps as follows:

Townshin 13 South. Ranse 13 East

Section 35: SEl/4, St/2SW1/4

Townshin 14 South. Ranee i3 East

Section 1: Lots 2-7, S1/2NW1/4, SWll4,W1/2S81/4, SW1/4NE1/4;
Section 10: NEl/4, N1/2SEL/4,EI|2NW1/4, SE1/4S81/4;
Section 1 1: All;



Page 2
Federal

c/007/041
February 15,2002

Section 12: All;
Section 13: AII;
Section 14: EIIZ, N1/2blW1/4, SE1/4NW1/4;
Section 15: NE1/4NE1/4; portion of NW1/4SE1/4NE1/4 (security gate);
Section 16: Portions of NEl/4 SE1/4 (9.6 acres); and
Section 21: Portion of NEl/4NEt/4 (pumping station)
Section 24: N1/2SEll4,Nl/2, NE1/4SIV1/4.

Township 14 South. Ranee 14 East

Section 6: I,ot 6;
Section 7: Ints 3 and 4;
Section l8: Lot I, E1/2NW1/4;

This legal description is for the permit area of the West Ridge Mine and is shown on Map
1-1 of the West Ridge Mine Mining and Reclamation Plan. The permittee is authorized
to conduct coal mining and reclamation operations on the foregoing described property
subject to the conditions of all applicable conditions, laws and regulations.

Sec. 3 COMPLIANCE - The permittee will complywith the terms and conditions of the
permit, all applicable performance standards and requirements of the State
Program.

Sec. 4 PERMIT TERM - This permit is effective on February 15,2002 and expires on
April 1, 2004.

$ec. 5 ASSIGIYMENT OF PERMIT RIGHTS - The permit tightr may not be
transferred, assigned or sold without the approval of the Director, Division.
Transfer, assignment or sale of permit rights must be done in accordance with
applicable regulations, including but not limited to 30 CFR 740.13 {e} and R645-
303-300. '

i
Sec- 6 RIGHT OF ENTRY - The pennittee shall allow the authorized representative of '

the Division, including but not limited to inspectors, and reprcsentatives of the
OIfice of Surface Mining Reclamation and Eoforcement (OSM), without advance
notice or a search warrant upon presentation ofappropriate credentials, and
without delay to:



(a)

(b)

Page 3
Federal

cy007/041
February 15,2002

have the rights of enhy provided for in 30 CFR 840.12, R645-400-220, 30

CFR 842.13 and R645-400-110;
be accompanied by private persons for the purpose of conducting an

inspection in accordance with R645-400-100 and R645400-200 when the

inspection is in response to an alleged violation reported to the Division by
the private person.

SCOPE OF OPERATIONS - The permittee shall conduct coal mining and

reclamation operations only on those lands specifically designated as within the

permit area on the maps submitted in the approved plan and approved for the term
of the permit and which are subject to the perfoqmance bond.

EI{VIRONMENTAL IMPACTS - The permiffee shall take all possible steps to

minimize any adverse impact to the environment or public health and safety

resulting from noncompliance with any term or condition of the permit, including,
but not limited to:

fuiy accelerated or additional monitoring necessary to determine the nature

and extent of noncompliance and the results of the noncompliance;

immediate implementation of measures necessary to comply; and

warning, as soon as possible after learning of such noncompliance, any

person whose health and safety is in imminent danger due to the

noncompliance.

DISPOSAL OF POLLUTANTS - The permittee shall dispose of solids, sludge,

filter backrvash or pollutants in the course of treatment or control of waters or
emissions to the air in the manner required by the approved Utah State Program

and the Federal I-ands Prograln which prevents violation of any applicable state or
federal law.

CONDUCT OF'OPERATIONS - The permittee shall conduct its operations:

in accordance with the terms of the permit to prevent significant, imminent
environmental harm to the health and safety of the public; and

Sec. 7

Sec. 8

Sec.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

Sec. l0

(a)
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c/007/041
Febmary 15,2002

(b) utilizing methods specifi€d as conditions of the permit by the Division in
approving altemative methods of compliance with the performance standards
of the Act, the approved Utah State Program and the Federal Lands Program.

Sec. 11 EXfSTING STRUCTT RES -As ryplicable the permittee will comply with
R645-301 and R645-3(2 for compliance, modification, or abandonm€nt of
o<isting stuctur€s

Sec. 12 RECII\MATION IIEE PAYMENTS - The operator shall pay all reclamation
fees required by 30 CFR Part 870 for coal produced under the perrnit, for sale,
bansfer or use.

Sec. 13 AUTHORIZED AGENT - The pennittee shall provide the names, addresses and
telephone numbers ofpersons responsible for operations under the permit to
whom notices and orders are to be delivered.

Sec. 14 COMPLIANCE WTIU OTIIER LAWS - The permittee shall comply with the
provisions of the Water Pollution C.onEol Act (33 USC 1151 et seq,) and the
Clean Air Act (42 USC 7401 et seq), UCA 26-l l-l et seq, and UCA 2Gl3-l et
s€q'

Sec. 15 PERMIT REI\IEWAL - Upon expiratiorl this p€rmit may be rcnewed for areas

within the boundaries of the ocistiug pennit in accordance with the Act, the
approved Utah state Program and thc Federal Lands Prrogram-

Sec. 16 Ct LTt RAL RESOITRCES - If during the course of mining operations,
previously uaide,ntified cultural resources are discovere4 the permittee shdl
ensure that the sitds) is not disturbed and slatl noti$ the Division, The Division,
after coordinafon with OSM shall inform the permittee of necessary actions
r€quired The permitt€e shall implerne,nt the mitigation measures requled by
Division within the time frame specified by Division.



Sec, 17

Sec. 18
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APPEALS - The permittee shall have the right to appeal as provided for under
R64s-300-200.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS - There are special conditions associated with this
permitting action as described in attachment A.

The above conditions (Secs. l-18) are also imposed upon the permittee's agents and

employees. The failure or refusal of any of these persons to comply with these conditions shall
be deemed a failure of the permittee to comply with the terms of this permit and the lease. The
permittee shall require his agents, contractors and subcontractors involved in activities
concerning this permit to include these conditions in the contracts between and among them.

These conditions may be revised or amended, in writing, by the mutual consent of the
Division and the permittee at any time to adjust to changed conditions or to correct an oversight.
The Division may amend these conditions at any time without the consent of the permittee in
order to make them consistent with any federal or state statutes and any regulations.

THE STATE OF UTAII

"r, 
Jr,.*U f 4r'*1) -

Date: qq '- 
-

I certiff that I have read, understand and accept the requirements of this permit and any
special conditions attached.

Authorized Representative of Permittee

Date:



Attachment A

SPECIAL COITDITIONS

1. This permit specifically authorizes West Ridge Resources, Inc. to conduct an
operimental practice in coqiunction with their 4proved Coal Mining and Reolanation
Operations at the Vilest Ridge Mine, which allows for the protection of topsoil "in-place"
radher rhrn salvaging soil and stoc$iling it for future reclamation West Ridge
Resourceq Inc. will follow the plans as outlined in the 4proved Mining and Reclamation
Plan, Cbspter 2 and Appendix 26 and will be required to waluate the effectiveness of the
operimental practice on an annual basis. The Division will conduct annual rwiews of
tte p'ractice to ensure tbat it fully protects the envirornent and the public health and
safety. In the eveNrt that the experimental practice is determined to be not as
environme,ntally protective as would otherwise be required by standards promulgated
under R645-301 and R645-302, revised reclamation plans which utilize standard
reclamation technolory will be required.

2. West Ridge Resources, Inc. must submit wafer quality data for the West Ridge Mine in an
electonic format through the Electonic Data Iryut web site,
htF ://hlunix.hl.state.ut.uVcgibin/appxogn.cgi.

3. The permittee must conduct appropriate surveys for Mocican spotGd owls on the lease
hact areas with 40 percent or greater slopes, cliffhabitat areas, riparian habitats, and
mixed conifer forcst habitats, prior to any future sur&ce disturbing activity and/or any
mining activity with the potential to interrupt surfrce spring flows. Inventory work must
be conducted by parties approved and permitted for such suwey work by the Fish and
Wikllife Service and qualifed in accordance with R645-301-132, Surve5r must be done
following current protocols established by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

4. West Ridge Resources, Inc. may not commence underground coal ririning and
roclamation activities in fealeral coal lease UTU-78562 until approval of the mining plan
is authorized by lhe Secretary of the Interior.

Q$O7O4I.WR\FINAL\PERMINP O2I5O2.dOC


